Troubleshooter in electrical storm: Mechanical unloading leads to heart rhythm stabilization.
The electrical storm is a life-threatening situation which causes a complex antiarrhythmic treatment. We firstly report a rhythmological stabilization through mechanical unloading of the left ventricle in a health patient who developed electrical storm after endo- and epicardiac re-ablation and who previously underwent 27 unsuccessful defibrillations. No evidence for a specific etiology of the rhythm disturbances was found. After implantation of a percutaneous left ventricular assist device (pLVAD) a single additional defibrillation was needed to terminate ventricular fibrillation. This unique application of pLVAD might be an unprecedented escape strategy for patients who have exhausted all other commonly recommended therapy options.